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SUNDAY SERVICES ham@gmail.com.

10:30 A.M. - JUNE 7, 14, 21, 28 June 28 - “Opening the Border” -- Peter

e y Laufer, guest speaker.

June 7 -"Singing the :Journey -.And.y Iv"firSha”’I'he border between the U.S. and Mexico has long
The Rev. Doug Wadkins, Melanie Rieck and thgeen 5 separation of cultures, a sign of frustratio

BUF Choirs. between two countries, and a symbol of illegal en-
Once again, we have had a wonderful year of musigy. Peter Laufer, author\Wletback Natioadvo-

here at BUF! The magnificent offerings of our con-cates for the free movement of Mexicans back and
gregation’s music program has accompanied us  forth across the border rather than increased borde
through the full span of our life together. Ithes  restrictions. Peter Laufer was a correspondent for
come a sort of soundtrack of year, and this seilVice NBC News, produces documentary films, and is
honor that extraordinary journey, the singinglaed t active on talk radio shows dealing with social and
ways it all continues to shape our faith. Thieer political issues. He is also in town to discsisehi
will also include our Social Justice Offering for Lo hookThe Dangerous World of Butteafii¢dlage
Ninos, and our Bridging Ceremony honoring our  Books.

graduating seniors.

June 14 - “The Learning and the Teaching: What

Have We Learned?” - The Rev. Doug Wadkins

and Barbara Cornell. .

One of the most meaningful endeavors we take onCHALICE CIRCLES: JUNE

together is the continuous process of teaching and . _ )
learning together and the growth that it brings. What will your Chalice Circle do for the summer?

Every day and in so many ways we do that great wiikou have not yet decided, you might gather in
together.” Whether it is in the various formslief re June to decide what your summer schedule will in-
gious education, in our role as a teaching cotignegaflude and to celebrate your year together. Have yo
or in the subtle ways being in relationship and comcompleted a service project yet? If not, this weuld
munity is the great teacher -- we shape deeper me#ngreat month to do that. Contact Doug or the of-
ing in our lives. This service will explore aetheae  fice for suggestions; there are lots of waysnyou ca
this endeavor. help our congregation through sweat equity! A grea
This service will also include our Child Dedicatioffléa for a celebration would be a potluck andglayi
Ceremony and Teacher Appreciation! If you wouldthe game.ife Storiesyvailable from Doug. The next
like to be a part of the child dedication, pleased  Circle plan will come out in September.
office know by June 11.

June 21 - “Making Our Garden Grow” - The
Rev. Doug Wadkins.

This service is our transition into our summer sea-
son, and an extended family celebration of the UU
tradition of Flower Communion. In order to cele-
brate our flower communion you need only bring a
flower that you feel some connection with. Yaou wil
leave the service with a different floweiathather
member othe congregation has brought. If you have
further questions please contact Doug, dougwab-



| _YThe Monk-Like
Al Musings of Doug

| By The Rev. Doug Wadkins

The Big Picture

Can you believe it is June already?? | am atveaysiat
the way that the church year flies by, but thistigeleen
truly unbelievable! It has been a watershed & &or
SO many reasons, perhaps in part because thisyleeen
such a global turning point. As we end our cty@@hon
June 30, | want to reflect with you on the inctediear
that has been, mostly from the perspective obogirega-
tion, knowing that all of these events alwaysdamne
with the larger world. As part of the ExecutiaenTere-
port to the board we give them our Top 5’s fomibieth.

| wanted to share with you what | think are thebttgy
this year, for me, in the big picture at BUF:

A Summer of Loss

This church year was a time of incredible grietifaron-
gregation and the city and beyond. The deathglof R
Ashworth, Martin Blackman, Barney Goltz, SylviadRus
Leslie Vietch and Katie Walker were an unprecddente
blow to so many lives, and that grief continués.al set
of losses that | felt very personally as wefiklahout
Ruth, Martin, Leslie and Katie often. Many momaints
church have brought their spirit and memory tdhige t
year, sometimes accompanied with pangs of ssdmess,
times with a smile of fond remembrance, but alultys,
mately, gratitude for each of them and their agintin
meaning and presence in my life.

Our First Year as a Teaching Congregation
Didn’'t we luck out with Barbara Cornell as our-éver
ministerial intern? Of course, “luck” doesn't itatkeac-
count the careful efforts of the Intern Searchtt@énd
the right fit. | think that we truly did find thit. Barbara
brought so much to our congregation this year i-he
credible pastoral presence, her abundant passionige
try, and her attentiveness to the heartfelt elerhesii-
gious life offered our congregation a lovelyl gifinnot
sing Barbara’s praises enough. | will deeplyenisslle-
gial presence next year. The joy of being a fig&n-
gregation goes even further than our incredibl@dan
Barbara’s presence. This year we investedututieeof
our faith tradition. We explored who we are amaweh
might become very soon. We gave back to thenfergger
ment that has offered so much to us over the yehilg. |
know it is just not feasible for us to afford sermminis-
ter in the next church year, | hope that we wiltoat we
can to seek an intern for the fall of 2010. Tivasitment
of time, money, energy and love brings such inleredi
benefit to our community and the world. Let udoss
that vision for our future.

Coming into Our Own as a Mid-size Congregation

This year we clearly realized our place in tivetisinis-
try of a mid-sized congregation. We are a comynainit
regular attendees that exceeds 350; we havedibiycr
full and vibrant ministry and program; and a tatgrgro-
fessional staff and volunteers to support it.ouvel fout
that we were are, give or take, about the fiflastacongre-
gation in the district, and thus we must be irdeatiabout
understanding the particular realties of this Gaming
into our own as a mid-size congregation allows eally
embody our fuller potential. We are large enousgrve a
wider range of people and to make a larger impgciod
in the world, but cozy enough to still allow sseseficohe-
siveness as a community. Every size of congrbgatits
own way of being and practices that foster gneatdr;
next year our congregation will focus on fine-gumiac-
tices that will help us maintain this health aisleize con-
gregation.

Principles into Action
A couple of years ago we began to explore thptaince
how to bring the essential component of our lifether -
putting our principles into action -- into sharfpeus and
more prominence. It is a tougher challenge tsanrids.
Our lives are so complex and busy that we oftest do n
have time to step back and think about our dezljpesv
and how we are living them. Slowly, but suredy tois
last year we have explored a variety of waysgtoniorie
integrated principled living into our midst moterof
This process has been incredibly helpful to nheifiying
what our life together is really about, and Crasdbara,
Erin and | have done some wonderful planning aboaut
to work even more effectively in the coming year!

The Building and the Economy
Of course, one of the biggest issues in the weiteéa
(and continues to be) the economy. Here at BOF, ec
nomic angst and tighter budgets have certainipnéeco
significant reality, in combination with the indyked
stretch of moving forward with our building campaig
What surprises me is that the end result is argrleaity
about our priorities, a stronger sense of thetangerof
pulling together as a community, and a renewéenesot
about the future potential of BUF. Working witl Hx-
ecutive Team to put together a budget with oweregty
limited resources was a daunting tasks, but whas éil
said and done | found it very helpful in makingtimd
deeply about what makes us a strong communiiyl de
a difficult year if the budget stays as it is g, remain
confident that we will pull together and do whatave
So, it has been a year like no other in my mirtistry
am more grateful than ever to be journeying with yo

With love,

TheBUF Bulletinis published monthly by the Bellingham Unitarian
Fellowship at 1708 "I" Street, Bellingham, WA ;98&#% 360-
733-3837, fax 360-733-1420, email uubellingham@mas.

page 2

BUF Bulletin—June 2009



LIFELONG
LEARNING at BUF

Encouraging the spirit of individuals in comithwoitgh learning, service, and celebration
By Crystal Neva, Director of Lifelong Learning

| can't believe it is already June, what an aoimazitigyear it has been! It wa
my second year in the position of Directooiw LLiezlrning, and it's been my
continued pleasure to bring new ideas and podidpaicisurch.

There were many successes this year that aneemerttbering and celebrating. I'm especially haghpye addition
of Sunday morning adult religious education cladsestarted in the fall with Articulating Your Baith and The Lessons
of Loss. Then there was a series of Environmeat@bcial Justice workshops by addressinguchies she aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, the Case/Casket for Green BVidgdnce in Gaza, Renewable Energy and morendaft the year
with a 10-week series exploring spirituality i @ahtext, Spirit in Practice. Several eveninggne@dult RE programs
were also successful. Deb Cruz offered 2 settiss Up and Call Her Name, Barbara Cornelkdffeace: The Power
of An lllusion and Building Your Own Theology, DebzCand Linda Fels offered the Pachimama Symp#ésiaken the
Dreamer, Change the Dream, and Linda Adler ofigmezsentation on Ovarian Cancer Awareness, &uatihleJustice
Committee partnered with some of these and alsghbexucation and outreach regarding immigrasoes in our local
community. Programming was so prolific, in factad trouble juggling the calendar to make tichspate for all the
things we wanted to do—and some will have to mtdihext year!

Children’s and Youth programming also had soméghtgh Posada was a great success despitapeldttees and
Genny Cohn and Marla Bronstien put on the best Beglever attended! We added a new tradit®gehr that | am
looking forward to continuing—Mardi Gras—the fo@d wutstanding and | will never forget Zola Cartbamgng from
adult to adult in her Healy wheels! The traditidadloween Carnival was as fun as ever but thtddatdouse was sorely
missed (I have already recruited adult leadaexfgrear). And for the first time ever, we dedicar usual Christmas
Pageant service to illUUminations—a UU Winter Hglicklebrating the light of our chalice and owridhl search for
truth and meaning. The Coming of Age Programhedargest ever ,and | am still blown away betieeagity and com-
mitment of the mentors and the brilliance of outhyoCoral Dudek was, as always, indispensgibdaimng and orches-
trating our program here at BUF. And finallynklao the Summer Camp Task Force, we will offeelaof Peace on
Earth this July, for children in grades 1-4!

Lifelong Learning publicity also had a face-#ifikk to Eric and Becca Shew. We now have thed®iB one-stop
shop to learn about all of the significant progaahstructures of our growing congregation. elaw pamphlets for
each class, special templates for order of issefitseand I'm working with Dan Witter on a doqusamy project to share
our faith and our commitment to action with theavicommunity. | have felt part of a larger whithemBUF this year.
Our collective mantra has been Principles in Actisays-carry on!

Happy June,

Volunteer Appreciation

I have the kind of job where | rely on the cregtsammitment and generosity of others in ordgettanything done.
Without the religious education teachers, therlelwewno classes, without mentors, our youth vkawmielto come of age
without any help, without my RE Team, | wouldndwmmy job, without Adult Program facilitators, waldn’t have

adult programs.... | work with task forces and cdeeribn everything from Summer Camp, Principfegion, to Pro-
gram Leaders’ collaboration. My job is to prek@lstructure and support for the fine work thatdpne—and sometimes
| get to get my hands dirty and join in the fuamlkeenly aware that my success depends hethdlyork of volunteers
and there will be special recognition for teashehsne 14. For all of you who do not get nanesdfisplly—please know

I am forever grateful to you all!

Faith is taking the first step, even when youskmnthe whole staircase. - Martin Luther King, J
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WHAT'S
HAPPENING

All events take place at the Fellowship umeise othe
noted. Childcare can be provided for ALL eBéifts at
if 3 business days’ notice is given to the B&IF Offi

Who are U?

Personal and Spiritual Growth

SIGN UP NOW FOR NEXT YEAR! SUNNY
SUNDAY, JUNE 7

Children’s Religious Education registration dngdake
sale will be after the service on June 7. #ligcatical to
know the number and ages of children in our progeam
year so we can plan classes accordingly. Newe yatr
have fewer classrooms—so, we need to plan gffective
know how to use them! Bake sale proceeds god¢mRea
Earth summer camp, don't forget your dollars.

SPIRIT IN PRACTICE: LOOKING BACK AND
MOVING FORWARD

Sunday, June 7- 9:00 a.m.

This final workshop returns to the eight sphergsrittial
practice as a whole—rather than as discrete padten-a
courages participants to find ways to engagghaibeia
regular and consistent basis.

LIFE EXERCISES

Fridays - 1:00 p.m.; Mondays - 6:00 p.m.

BUF member Lee Seaman teaches this form of Japanese
healing through body movement. Classes are ap@ryo
one, regardless of physical ability or experieoceore

info, contact Lee at 676-8543 or lee@lifeexeetise.n

SUMMER TIME, AND THE LIVING'’S EASY. ...

TUESDAY WRITERS' GROUP

Tuesdays, June 7 & 21 - 1:00 p.m.

This small group meets twice monthly, on theafiigt
third Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m., for constructiveasgtof
manuscripts that are distributed and read in aglvanc
Interested in joining? Call Liz Weber at 738-7161.

CANDLELIGHT AND CONVERSATION

Friday, June 12 - 6:30 pm

Candlelight and Conversation is a relaxing evevamg for
newcomers to BUF to get to know longer-time members
and friends in a member's home. If you have mema

ber or friend for awhilplease bring an appetizer or a
drink. No need to bring anything if you are a newcomer.
RSVP to Coral or Tom Dudek (312-9611) is requiyed b
June 11th.Call Kara at 676-2300 by June 7th if you would
like to reserve child care at BUF that evening.

Contact Coral or Tom Dudek (312-9611) for accéssibi
ity information. This C&C will be held (outsidgdod
weather) at Coral and Tom's house at 6215 Linaoke D
in Ferndale.

U and |

Interpersonal and Small Group Connection

FIRST SUNDAY POTLUCK

Sunday, June 7 - 12:00 p.m.

Everyone is invited to lunch with new friends &hdThis
is purely for the fun of socializing. Bring maihes or
salads for everyone to share, labeled withfangtedlients
for those with food allergies (labels availalte &1JF
fridge).

AFTER-SERVICE BRUNCHES FOR ALL

All, including newcomers, are welcome to atterd the
brunches following the Sunday service. Thesempopula
events are a great way to get to know peoplecionite-
gation in a quieter setting, where rich and ititeen-

Many programs here at BUF take time off duringutmmer while we are relaxing, vacationing anchigarddhese are a

few groups that will be on hold during the warmthso

Women'’s Alliance — Starts back up in August

BUG (Bellingham Ukulele Group) — Comes back ireSyar
Knit Night - Fall

GUUrmet - Fall

e@iohers - Resumes in the Fall
Relationships in Transition - TBA
Daytimers - September

ACA — Will now be meeting at St. Luke’s. For mmdéoemation, contact Barbara Gilday.
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versations are common. We will be trying out seme n
venues, in addition to the Bayside Cafe, in thengom
months. See your mid-week update for specificmoCon
Kara Black (676-2300, kara@treefrognight.comamyth
guestions about these brunches.

DRAGONFLY QUUILTERS

Saturday, June 13 - 12:30 p.m.

Our next meeting will be Saturday, June 13, at p21R0
in the social hall at BUF. We have started anniatagi
and exciting new wall hanging for the Sanctuariy.bé&/e
working on and talking about that. We'll also beudising
plans for the summer (we'll probably take July gustu
off) and other possible projects for the fall. &/e h great
quilt in the works to be raffled off this fall. g¥dor it!
You're going love it! For more information call\Kater
at 398-1772 or email nnkwitter@comcast.net

HIKING CLUB

If you are interested in being on an e-mail lsttab
planned hikes (or planning some group hikes yjursel
please contact Kara (kara@treefrognight.com).arikes
likely to happen many Wednesdays and Saturdays.

SONG CIRCLES FOR ALL THIS SUMMER

Kara (676-2300, kara@treefrognight.com) woultblike
host 7 pm Wednesday evening song circles at Berthisu
summer, June 10th through Sept 2 (except Jul@ 1&n@
29).RSVPS by 6 pm day of are requiredase of any
scheduling changes. Kara will provide somethiinignko
popcorn and several Rise Up Singing books. Ybtirgan
other snacks, instruments, other song books/sojgs,
yourself and your voice. This will be an inforffeit-aall
present can suggest songs. Contact Kara foodgéoti
her home at 1727 Mt. Baker Hwy.

U and UU

Unitarian Universalist Identity

WOMEN'S ALLIANCE SALAD & DESSERT
POTLUCK

Tuesday, June 2 - 11:30 a.m.

All BUF women are invited to join the Women's idka
monthly salad/dessert potluck luncheon downstairs i
BUF's social hall. This meeting will be the ldstdthe
Alliance takes their annual summer break. Elettiba
next board will resume. The members are askeddo co
prepared with an updated report on their currexdig
material. The next meeting after this will be drel8ep-
tember 1, 2009. Please contact Chairperson Liledicaf\l
360-224-4882 for more information.

FOOD BANK FOOD BLESSING

Sunday, June 21 - 10:30 a.m. service

It's the third Sunday of the month, so it mustiie to dig
through your cupboards and pantries for extra non-
perishables to bring to BUF for the Sharing of.Gifiu'll
be given the opportunity to bring your food donatio

the front of the Sanctuary and place them in gleebpro-
vided. The food will be blessed and later delitzetied
Food Bank. The need for community support grolys dai
The Bellingham Food Bank feed the nearly 100,809 vi
they expect this year from our neighbors. Remeimnder,
blue tubs are on duty in the foyer at all timesceive your
offerings.

SEEKING SPANISH SPEAKERS FROM BUF
We would love to have a couple of moderate td 8pan-
ish speakers on hand at the June 28th servicervice is
on opening the Mexico/US border. If any Spanistkeyse
are available, we would like to contact Commun®pin-
munity and invite people from Whatcom County's immi
grant community to attend the service. PleasetcKata

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE FALL 2009 ALL-
CHURCH RETREAT!

September 25-27 at Camp Kirby

Camp Kirby, on Samish Island, will be a new reteea
er this year, and we are VERY excited aboutjiticiA
drive (about 30 minutes) and right on the watégaitirgg
better housing than the last few years’ retesat-gtiere
are spacious cabins with kitchenettes as welinas-do
here are even treehouses! All are welcomefamihyis
retreat — longtime members and staff always attehd
it's a great way to meet new people if you avecamer
yourself. More details coming in August!!!

(676-2300, kara@treefrognight) if you might bé&abiei
ALSO,we are thinking of offering a Spanish class for BUF
members and friends next church year. If you beght
available to teach such a class, please cordaas ail.

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

By Linda Fels, Stewardship Chair

READY, SET, GO! June 2009. Are you ready? Here
we go! Groundbreaking for our Building Expansion!

BUF Bulletin—June 2009
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The whole concept of being stewards of our BUF @omm
nity will increase in importance in the churchtgeeome.
Our building construction will be a very visualmderi
that we have lots of opportunities to contribuéaseg-

/ 7uity. Many of us will continue paying off

>lexpansion. Several of us serve on teams
|nt|mately involved in all the building
ch0|ces along the way — Building Task
gL _ Force Finishes Team, Kitchen Team and
" Sweat Equity Coordination Team. How-
ever, we have many more opportunities to be stetand
just being involved in the building expansion.

Due to the effects of the current economic chafieng
the pledges submitted so far cannot adequatelpeove
program expenses. As of the day I'm writingticie a
both the Religious Education and Open Pulpit Guest
Speakers budgets have been cut in half. Droppethé
budget are the Building Monitor, Office Assistargtodial
services, our Partner Church, BUF's UUSC membership
and pensions for our professional staff and mini&e
this is a time when our strong programs and canmgu-
nity are needed more than ever. To be true steward
each need to look deep inside ourselves andrdiseove
gifts we have to share.

For some, that is the gift of time. We will needkt
pend much more on volunteer help for our evergdky. t
We have been quite blessed in recent years embagk
paid staff so that so much volunteer energy codid b
rected outward. Many UU churches siphon too miuch o
their members’ volunteer energy into daily opesétiat
they become insular and focused only on themdélwves.
can temporarily increase our volunteer levelpovitbl
running the fellowship, we can still continue ocud as a
congregation dedicated to those both within arsitieut
our doors.

Because our custodial services have been ciefrom t
budget, the congregation will need to come togatter
make sure that our physical space is as cleagl@ding
as possible this year. Beginning July 1 and thmexgh
June, each member will be assigned one week (aimd wo
teams of about 6 people) to come to BUF and take on
specific cleaning task. This will be a tangibléowagrk
together to support our ministry, to keep the imgjldafe
and clean for our children, and to offer hospitalinew-
comers. You will be contacted about your assigyend
duties, and will also have the option to buy timss at a
set price, which will then be paid to another tedurwho
can cover your shift.

During any economic downturn, there are some who
manage to prosper. If you are in a good finatexdal, you
could be a true steward by increasing your ptedgme
positions and programs can be reinstated. Sinpdygtc
the BUF office. Other ways to be stewards thiggkate
offering your home as a meeting place for youioteaim
finity group or using alternative transportatioBUWeé- to
ease the parking congestion during construction.

Jour capital campaign pledges to finance the

Here is an opportunity to live out our UU valuess
a time of expansion and belt tightening. It candteess-
ful time but also one filled with hope and joy.ath
great time to show ourselves and the world wheaits
to be Unitarian Universalists!

THANK YOU FROM ERIN

As the church year draws to a close, many nangegcom
mind as volunteers who | truly couldn’t have daihe w
out! The Administrator position is broad and o amel
foundational for the work we do at BUF - thankis digia
all you have done to keep this foundation stidogh
and Kay Witter, for many, many hours of custodihl a
maintenance and filing/folding/misc (respectively),
Marian Beddill for filling in for Kay and all therlwshe
and Mike Betz have put into our website, Eric &8ec
Shew for finessing the look of our letterheadletews
and more, Skot for his help setting up our ondilendar
(it's so close!), Coral for the many extra hoaipuss into
book keeping (at no charge!) and for always nmgntori
me, to all you gracious newsletter folders - lnmaigsl
you! - Lee Seaman for the generous donatiorasf a fl
screen monitor to help ease our tiny new spade, thed
Board members for the job they do to hold thenvisio
our congregation, support our staff, and commenicat
with congregants. Our ministry could not be what it
without all of your contributions!

As we come into the new year, let us remember that
there will be more need, and more opportunitiessier
to keep BUF strong. In addition to one week ahiclg
that each member will take on, we will have |otseafs
in the office, programming, leadership, eventiocaerd
tion, RE, and worship arts. If you have the timderder-
est to participate in any of these, feel freave éemes-
sage at the BUF office, and your message wikttedli
appropriately. Thank you again for a great year!!!
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BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CONTACT PEOPLE

If you have a question or concern about a partiacéd of the construction or finishing of our addition here are
the BUF members to call, write or buttonhole:

Building Task ForceThis group was chartered by the Board to havél casgpansibility of the project fro
start to finish. Areas of specialization are. listed

Jim Lott Treasurer, Custodian of the Building Funds, aeeting Convener

(360) 647-5925 email: jimlott@iyocEn

Lorren GarlichsFinancial Questions and Mortgage Issues

(360) 380-1947 email: lorren@dexdic.com

Molly Monahan:Design and Construction, Architect and Contrdgtison

(360) 393-3606 email: Monahan@ogse.net

Jim ReimerConstruction, Volunteer and Sweat Equity Coomlir{atimary contact)
(360) 366-5131 email: JD.Reimen@ast.net

Ravyn WhitewolfConstruction, Volunteer and Sweat Equity Coaimlijdaytime contact)
(360) 510-4065 email: ravynsun@aol.com

Michael Lilliquist:Design and Construction, City Permits Liaison

(360) 392-8678 email: lilliquist@cast.net

Linda FelsFund Raising, Green Sanctuary Liaison, Enviroahissiies

(360) 647-8029 email: gr8fels@oosn

Tom Villa-LovozCommunication with the Congregation

(360) 671-5907 email: tomarty@divm

Finishing Committedhis group is in charge of paint and stain colgysnd flooring selection, window ggpv-
erings, and other finishing details.

Michael Light:(360) 223-0890 email: michael.light@yaboo
Other members atearol Blaney, Pam ManninandVirginia Prowell

Kitchen Committedn charge of appliances, sinks, cabinets, tablesrsl as well as the locations of thefe
items.

Genny Cohn(360) 733-7711 email: genny@dscohn.com

4 A FAREWELL NOTE FROM BARBARA CORNELL,
dINTERN MINISTER

the way internships are designed is to give ¢he amte year to fully immerse her or himselfhettfe of
the congregation and then leave. Leaving is artamtpart of ministry too. According to theswéthe
internship, | need to stay away and not have toitfagou for one year. Know that | will alwéyskt of you with great
love and affection. You have opened yourselzesmapshared your stories, laughed and crietheittror all of what we
have shared together, | am so very gratefulll yaree given to me and taught me, thank yeuisHh you all every bless-
ing.

With a grateful heart,
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1SOCIAL JUSTICE

1 By Kara Black, Chair

What a year it has been for our Commit-
= tee! We put our top accomplishments
=l together and realized that this has truly
been a year of embracing diversity, giving t@oumg-
nity, learning a lot, collaborating, putting omeand
getting organized. We have an incredibly dedteated
that helped make all this happen. | appreciateathe
tremendously. They have really helped give BUF man
opportunities to live its principles this year.

We want to thank the congregation for the many ways
you have supported social justice work. Youtheveea
and helped at events, you have provided us wdicgdhy
space to do our work, you have given generoGsigitd
Justice Collections, you have supported our dudget
purchasing fair trade coffee and chocolate fratrcaee
hour, and you have cared about social justice ¢omu
munity and in the world. Thank you!

We also want to thank the Green Sanctuary Team and
the staff for the time they spent working colltiizeha
with us this year. We found that everything wiatiil
was more effective and meaningful when done with th
benefit of creative thinking and joint effort waithers.

We had some wonderful opportunities to explore the
meaning of social and environmental justice Hiis Yae
staff came to meetings and a mini retreat withhicsh
helped us integrate our work more effectivelyhiatiab-
ric of BUF. Thank you!

We want to thank the organizations who worked with
us, particularly Rosalinda Guillen of Communit@do-
munity, to make our work more relevant and meamhingf
in the wider Whatcom community. We look forward to
more work with the youth at BUF next year—which we
got a delightful sampling of at the very succeassfful
beautifully decorated immigrant family fundraiding
ner.

We will continue to meet during the summer—as al-
ways at 9 am in Room 2 on the second Sunday of the
month. Please come and join us! Please féeicvee
tact me (676-2300, kara@treefrognight) to disouss h
you would best like to participate.

In May, our Social Justice Collection was for tet-\\/
com Dispute Resolution Center. Thanks to yourgene
ity, we raised $ for them. Please contact Kemawould
like to propose a local organization to recevaa Jus-
tice Collection—we will be making decisions alecipif
ents for the 09-10 church year at our Jutiereéting.
Also, you may enjoy a peek at our new socia joage
on the buf.org website. Marian Beddill has berg do
wonderful job with that project. Thank you for yoar-
ing.

Yours in Peaceful Justice, the SJC.

SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTION
ALERT!

Update on Families Impacted by I.C.E. Raid

Good News! All the workers have been releasetthédrom
Tacoma Detention Center and have been given werk pe
mits at the direction of Janet Napolitano, Direator
Homeland Security. Very few of the workers hawve be
able to secure jobs but are anxious to work torstipgr
families. Anyone that knows of or has part tiridlor

time work for our families can contact Community to
Community Development at 360-738-0893 and give your
name, phone number and work needs. They will eoordi
nate with the unemployed workers to match the @ppro
ate skills to the community members’ work need&-and
spond as quickly as possible. Please contiragptouk
neighbors in need in your thoughts and prayers.

Opportunity to Further Assist Our Yamato Worker
Families
The generosity of our parish has been heartwamaing
greatly appreciated by the families impacted Mathato
raid. As a community we are especially concathed w
the 38 children impacted by this debilitating esiece
their lives have changed dramatically. Famiiesad
to move in together to cut costs while bread vgistrelg-
gle to find work. Some live in their cars and®otiaeve
had to sell their cars to obtain money to susiifamily.
To help to alleviate some of this financial hardshi
fund has been set up under the umbrella of thec@hat
Community Foundation. The fund is called the Lies N
flos Fund (the children’s fund). Funds will be tesed
meet basic needs such as rent, utilities, tratgpodosts
(while looking for work) and medical emergencies.
Checks can be sent to Whatcom Community Foundation
at 119 Grand Avenue, Suite A, Bellingham, WA 98225
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. |[INTERFAITH
B COALITION NEWS

By Carole McNeese, interfaith liaison

Thanks from Interfaith

Interfaith Coalition had a tremendously successftibn
March 28. The nearly 350 guests were happy ¢gefvid
erously raising about $125,000 to support housing f
homeless families, health care for all in needoaiadi
connection for isolated seniors.

Our congregational gift of a hearts and stats quil
made by our Dragonfly Quilters, along with the gift
from other Interfaith member congregations raised
more than $8,000. Over the years, congregational

ess is about an hour. Most people can donate Inlood
general, those who are at least 18 years oldigind ¥
pounds or more may donate blood; 16-17 years ajds m
donate with a guardian-signed permission formedippl
by the Blood Center. There is no upper age limildod
donation.

Blood donation is literally lifesaving. In fa@¥% ®&f
the population will require a blood transfusicoate
point in their lives. And when that need occueshlitod
will be there for patients thanks to donors ircoommu-
nity who rolled up their sleeves to donate blood.

For more information about the blood drive, gaease ¢
tact Lauralee Carbonélata@msn.coon 676-8649.

MAPLE ALLEY INN UPDATE

By Kara Black, Chair, Social Justice Committee

gifts have become some of the most popular items in As some of you may have heard, Maple Alley Irgh whi

the annual spring auction.

“As you know, the auction raises one-third of our
income for the year. With the increasing need for
homeless housing and health care, the support from
your congregation helps keep our programs healthy,
SO we may continue to assist our neighbors ifi need,
says Lori Polevoi, the coalition’s communicatiehs a
development director. “Thank you for the creativity
and effort your congregation put into the gift you
contributed. And above all, thank you for your pas-
sion for our mission and your faith that eachgyne i
indeed, a blossom in the Garden of Hope.”

BUF BLOOD DRIVE
REMINDER

Tuesday, July 7

The Bellingham Unitarian Church will be sponsaing
blood drive on Tuesday, July 7, as a ministryetodim-
munity.

Each unit of blood collected at our drive carfibepe
to 3 patients in area hospitals. The blood dosabieme-
fit patients who have suffered serious injurigsuang,
need transfusions during surgeries and have life-
threatening chronic diseases like leukemia ared tteatc
require frequent transfusions.

As a friendly reminder to regular blood donavarin
congregatiorthe last date to donate blood elsewhere,
and still be eligible to donate at the BUF drigdylay
12.

Giving blood is a safe and easy process. &itgrde;
able equipment is used to collect each donord! Bl
actual donation takes only 7-10 minutes. The gmte

we have hosted here at BUF for twenty years, teshma
move to Faith Lutheran Church, which can only offer
temporary hosting. There is no formal agreemsredre
the Maple Alley Inn and BUF for their return to fawail-
ity at this point in time. Over the summer, thedkeship
Program Team will begin implementing a new building
use and leadership program policy. As a pais pfak-
ess, the congregation will have the opporturiggiio
more about Maple Alley Inn and discuss the pragram
variety of gatherings. We look forward to thisgssothat
will clarify our relationship with Maple Alley Inn

The Social Justice Committee recently was fortonate
receive a detailed report from Todd Jones and athmnt
Maple Alley Inn’s history here, and its benefiteetoom-
munity. Many of us have never experienced theuprog
in action because we work during week days, syeve w
especially grateful for this information. Thierntep-
spired us to adopt a resolution of support foptbgram
that feeds hungry people every week in BUF's haiseme

For those of you less familiar with Maple Alleylinn
wanted to give you a chance to hear some of what we
heard. Most of the people who eat at Maple Alkgi
homeless and rely on it for their Wednesday anddiyu
hot meals. Adults as well as families with c¢hidree to
eat a delicious, healthy, home-cooked lunch iltamve
ing, stable, safe environment, staffed by a catordamd
many dedicated volunteers (including BUF members).
Maple Alley Inn’s positive reputation permeatdsuhe
income population far and wide through the County.
the people we serve, Maple Alley Inn is essénsahe
only place they can go to eat without havingrssige-
thing saying they are mentally ill. It is the trely meal
program on Wednesdays and Thursdays that islavailab
most of the population it serves. Maple Alleyslarmpro-
gram of the Opportunity Council. We have givenaf lo
support to this program over the years, both faignc
and in staff and volunteer hours.

BUF Bulletin—June 2009
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MEMBER APPRECIATION

by Kara Black , also an appreciated member!
Francie Gass

. When | first asked Francie how long she had

. been at BUF, she said January of '03. Mo-
=

cated service, and infectious laugh, then yolknayst
what a pleasure that has been.

Right off the bat, Francie joined the Board, ontwhi
she served from 1983-86. She was the BoardrChair i
1986. Francie also became an R.E. teacher lehy ear
her membership, and has continued in this rolsiager
Currently, she works with the Spirit Play group.

Francie has also served on a number of Teams and
Committees. She was on the Lay Pastoral Cardoream
couple of years; she was on the sanctuary keaortific
team (when the window curtains were designewjashe
on the Ministerial Team when Barbara was mirsgeer;
was the usher coordinator for two years; she wapred
sentative at Interfaith for three years; she reethéor-
ship Arts (including inviting visiting ministews)three
years; she is a part of the BUF Dragonfly Quudtsas;
she played the piano during service before we lpired
fessional player.

Given Francie’s long history with BUF, she hathbad
opportunity to see many changes and transformasiens
the years. Her two most favorite were: movingy touo-
rent location and the introduction of diverse maosic
the BUF services. The latter was initiated hyfespor
from Western who played oboe and began perforvang |
music during services. This began the trenditirignv
visiting musicians into the service, which hasobiesl
into the remarkable diverse musical program wé&have
day. Francie’'s presence at BUF through all aasep
doubt brought a music of its own that subtly shayaey
of the good things we appreciate about BUF today.

If you have someone you would like to see dppreciate

these monthly articles, please contact Kara/Bl280Q6
kara@treefrognight.com)

experienced her engaging conversation, dedi-

NEW MEMBER BIOGRAPHY

By BJ Sherwood

David and Judi Cornis

- ments later, she corrected that, as she has ac- payid Cornis met his wife, Judi, while servingyeseter

= . \ .
. tually been here since January of '83. Quite @ 4t the Palatine Unitarian Church (northwest of &2t
| difference! We have had the pleasure of her

Their relationship had to develop by e-mail bedadsse
job kept her flying
around the coun-
try. Then, after
they started get-

P ting serious, her
job transferred her
to Zurich, Switzer-
land, which meant
spending even
more time on e-
mail until she fi-
nally got re-assigned to Palatine. Judi's daugriein-

law and grandchildren in Seattle (and the wind@lddf
Chicago) prompted a move. They came to Bellingithm a
have been delighted with the Northwest. Both andd
Judi were actively involved in the Obama campaign an
David is continuing that interest by actively hglpiov-
ing On. Judy is an avid knitter who mostly makedexse
and dolls for the grandchildren. Welcome!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship
1708 “I” St., Bellingham, WA 98225-3122
360-733-3837; fax 360-733-1420; email uubellinghreaa@m; web site www.buf.org
OFFICE HOURS at 1207 Ellsworth St.
10:00-2:00, Monday-Friday; Minister’s office hbyrappointment, 733-2301.

STAFF

Rev. Doug Wadkins 733-2301
Barbara Cornell 733-3837 ext 3

TEAM CHAIRS

Accessibility Coordinator , Kara Black
Building & Grounds, Norm Witter

Minister
Intern Minister

676-2300
398-1772

Administrator, Webmaster Erin Malone 733-3837 Children’s Religious Education, Coral Dudel312-9611

Bookkeeper CoralDud 303-7104 Committee on Ministry, Ro Donelson 380-4211

Director of Lifelong Learning  Crystal Neva 715-1976 Denominational Affairs, E.K. Butler 392-8404

Music Director Andy Marshall 319-9861 Green Sanctuary, co-chair Linda Fels 647-8029

Keyboard Artist | Melanie Rieck 319-3739 Co-chair Deb Cruz 392-8552

Keyboard Artist Il Andrea Rackl-Rose 527-9449 Hospitality, Beth & Daniel Sobel 510-7816

Building Monitor/Sexton  James McGeathey 912-332-0491 Personnel, Debra Young 676-0849

Childcare Lead/Sexton  Noreen Fujita-Sacco 201-2719 Publicity, Rachel Smith Manrique 920-7638
Social Justice, Kara Black 676-2300
Stewardship, Linda Fels 647-8029

BOARD OF TRUSTEES Worship Arts, Melanie Rieck 319-3739

Gerry Alford, VP/Moderator 733-6282

Janice Condrin 676-0977 Treasurer, Tom Piwonka

Michael Lilliquist 23678

Molly Monahan 393-3606 AFFILIATES

Peg Neva 715-1976 Interfaith Coalition, Carole McNeese 738-7891

Jim Reimer , Secretary 366-5131 Library, Kate Sovell 647-5845

Lizz Roberts 647-1669 UUSC Local Rep, Michael Light 223-0890

Ann Stevenson 738-7083  Women’s Alliance, Linda Allen 224-4882

Tom Villa-Lovoz, President

671-5907



